Course Syllabus

Mrs. Stacey Mitchell
Course Title: 
Honors American Literature

Text:  Elements of Literature
Course Description

Honors American Literature is a one year course designed to meet tenth and eleventh grade English graduation requirements, while preparing students to continue the study of the language arts in their senior year and on into their adult lives. The course of study will explore selections by contemporary as well as traditional American authors from diverse cultural and ethnic origins. Different points of view and the ways in which the prevalent philosophical, political, ethical and social influences of the times affected those views will be explored through a historical look at literature. Particular focus will be upon the Common Core Standards as they apply to reading, writing, listening and speaking skills, as well as the writer’s craft.

Students will engage in intellectual dialogue, reflection, formal and informal writing including - but not exclusively - analysis, persuasion, narrative, exposition, compare-and-contrast and process. Class work, including homework, will consist of a variety of college-level academic endeavors including crafted analysis and research-based essays, in-class essays, reading response, Socratic seminars, debates, presentations, vocabulary development and self-directed reading. By the end of the course of study, students will be prepared  to advance to the most rigorous course of study as a senior.  

Supplementary literary works planned for study during the coming year include, but are not limited to:


Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby


Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter

Kingsolver’s  The Poisonwood Bible                  
Gaines’s A Lesson Before Dying
Course Objectives

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to demonstrate their ability to:

· use word origins to aid in the understanding of new vocabulary,

· read and understand a wide variety of literary genres,

· analyze and critique literature, both orally and in writing, with regard to such topics as theme, irony, style, poetic device and historical context

· make connections, both orally and in writing, between major works of literature from major periods, various cultures and various socio-political origins in  history,

· evaluate how history has influenced the construction as well as the message of selected works of literature,

· write and revise coherent and focused text which demonstrates understanding of  organization, purpose, audience and form for academic, business and personal use,

· integrate technology into research and presentation of information,

· write in a number of forms, such as narrative, response to literature, reflective essay, comparison and research report,

· demonstrate a command of grammar, spelling, structure and mechanics of the English language,

· analyze oral communication such as speeches, media output and visual image, and
· deliver effective oral presentations.

General Course of Study

Semester One:
America Redefined:

Barbara Kingsolver’s The Poisonwood Bible, Modern poetry, Maya Angelo,

                                                     and others.          
Puritan Literature and 

Contemporary Implications:
Essays, poems, and sermons by Jonathan Edwards, Edward Taylor, Anne 

 
                                       Bradstreet.  Miller’s The Crucible, excerpts from HUAC hearing, 

                                                    and contemporary news reports.
The Revolutionary Period and
We will consider essays, biographical accounts, letters and aphorisms of
Contemporary American 
Benjamin Franklin, Michel de Crevecouer, Thomas Paine, Thomas Jefferson, 

Political Theory
James Madison, and Abigail and John Adams as well as Modern and contemporary speeches.
Semester Two:

Transcendentalism and
Novels, essays and poetry selections will  include excerpts from

Romanticism 
Emerson’s essays and poetry, Thoreau’s Walden, Frederick Douglass,


Washington Irving, Poe, Dickinson and Whitman.  The Scarlet Letter.
Shackles:  
Chopin’s The Awakening,  Selections from Frederick Douglass, Mark Twain,
Realism and Naturalism              and Stephen Crane.
 
The Dream and Reality :
Poetry by Sandburg, Frost, cummings, Dunbar, Hughes and Williams, as well as short stories from Hemingway, Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby.
      Expectations:

•
 ALL STUDENTS to give 100 % effort.

•
 Be in your seat and ready to work before the tardy bell stops ringing

•
 Bring all necessary materials to class each day. You will not be allowed to leave the  


 class to retrieve the materials you have left behind.                                        

•
 Raise your hand when you have something to ask or say.

•
 Show respect for classmates, teacher, school property, and yourself.
CONSEQUENCES:  

  1. Warning     

  2. Call to parent(s)/guardian

  3. Detention & parent contact

  4. Referral
l 
Make-up work:

1.If you are absent, it is YOUR responsibility to make-up ALL work that you 

missed. You will have three class days to make-up missed work after being absent. On the fourth day, your grade will go from an I (incomplete) to a zero.

2.Please see me BEFORE SCHOOL OR AFTER SCHOOL about make up work. Make up work will not be discussed during your class period or any other time except for the designated times mentioned previously.

3.It is YOUR responsibility to contact me and set up a time to make-up work  (such as tests that need teacher assistance) either before or after school, NOT during class time.  Work NOT    made up will be assigned a grade of zero on the fourth day and will not be changed.

4.  If you are absent any day before a test or quiz, you are expected to take the test  or quiz on the day it is given because you would have already been aware of the date and would have had ample time to prepare.

5.If work is assigned before you are absent (tests, quizzes, homework, etc.), you  must turn in the work on the FIRST day of your return to school.  If it is an assignment that is to be submitted to “Turn it in”, you should submit it on the due date.
Grading System for TCCHS English Department:

40% test grades - unit tests, final drafts, major projects, research papers, etc.

30% quiz grades - vocabulary quizzes, reading content quizzes, rough drafts, etc.

20% daily grades - class work, homework, reading checks, summaries, etc.

10% Benchmark test


END OF COURSE TEST (EOCT) – 20% OF FINAL GRADE

* When graded assignments are returned, you may set up an individual conference with me for an in-depth discussion of the grade(s).  Class time will NOT be used for discussion and analysis of individual scores.

Notes:

Please see me with any problem, concern or comment. I am available for help after school with prior notice.

 _________________________________________________________________________________________
I, ___________________________________________________, and my parent,        ________________________________, have read the American Literature syllabus and understand the rules and policy above and agree to adhere to the above policies.
